New Zealand-born pool champ Rocky Lane
took a 26-year sabbatical from the game
before re-emerging stronger than ever - with
a jump-shot and table clearance world record
of 14.16 seconds that may never be topped
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NICKNAMED “THE TECHNICIAN" AND
TAGGED AROUND POOL HALLS AS
“MACHINE GUN ROCK", Rocky Lane
began his career as a snooker player before
turning to billiards in the early '70s. He was
inspired to take up snooker by his former
father-in-law, the late Norm Stockman,
the 1972 New Zealand snooker champion.
Lane soon gave the country a glimpse of
his own winning ways by becoming National
New Zealand 8-Ball Champion in 1976. He
then put his cue stick aside and followed
a different path for nearly three decades,
working as a police officer before attending
law school and becoming a prosecutor.

Yet, his billiards dreams persisted and in
2002 he ended his quarter-century hiatus
from the game by entering a tournament
at the Hong Kong Foreign Correspondents’
Club and finishing as the first runner-
up. After retiring from his legal career
three years later, competing in a series of
amateur tournaments and setting a world
record by jump-shooting and clearing the
table in just 14.16 seconds on a live TV
broadcast in October 2005, he turned pro
and joined the World Circuit in 2006.

Upon agreeing to an interview, Lane
suggests meeting at Bar 171 in Taipa,
Macau, where he handpicks his practice
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partners for games that typically last into
the wee hours. “Amateur players typically
have to hold down day jobs, too,” he says.
“Thus, it's hard to find amateur players to
train with me till 4am.” Lane stays sharp by
racking ‘em up about three nights a week
against “serious” players capable of putting
up a challenge. “My agent and manager Len
Kerr closely monitors my performance and
prepares a practice diary for me to follow.
| do around 250 to 300 racks (games) a
month."” He adds with a grin: “But those are
only the racks that | win. Usually on a good
night, | play 37 racks and win around 35."
Lane's world-record performance not
only re-established him as a force to be
reckoned with in billiards circles, it earned
him the title of New Zealand's most popular
sportsman of the year in a public poll taken
inearly 2007. “It's not about setting a world
record, it's more about keeping it,” Lane
says. “There was a player who attempted to
break it but failed to gain recognition from
the World Record Academy. He did 15 low-
hurdle jump shots in less than 11 seconds
but | did 15 higher-hurdle jump shots in
under 15 seconds. The higher-hurdle record
was recognised, but the lower one was not
because jump shots must clear the height
of a pool ball.” »
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Of course, as Lane is quick to point
out, the world's greatest opponent is the
clock. “Time never stops and things just
keep ageing all around it,” he says. "It
never complains or calls foul and it's most
unforgiving. There are excellent players
out there, but not many can do it at speed.”
Be that as it may, time doesn't seem to be
taking much of a toll on Lane. Even at age
62, he can still hold his own against much
younger pros. “Age is not an obstacle to
me because cue sportsmen, unlike other
sportsmen, can play beyond their 70s.”

Lane's globe-trotting lifestyle
has seen him compete
worldwide. Even so, he still
finds time to nurture
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chalking,” is his motto. “A

passionate player’'s actions

speak for themselves,” Lane

says. “One must be willing to suffer
many losses before the winning begins.”

Lane's championship performances

attract billiards fans worldwide, and upon

moving to Macau, he promptly joined forces

with Air Macau, which now provides

transportation and logistical support when

Lane tours the world. “Air Macau'’s logo is

one that I'll proudly wear when competing

Of his sponsorship by
Air Macau, Lane says it'
win-win scenario for him,

~the airline and Macau its
|
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SNOOKER VS POOL
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Snooker features 15 red balls, six (non-red) coloured
balls and a cue ball. The object is to alternately sink
red balls and, thereafter, coloured balls. Red balls stay
in the pockets while coloured balls are returned to the
table until all the reds are gone. The game finishes
with the competitors trying to sink the colours in the
correct order, the final ball being the black.

The most common pool games are 8-ball, 9-ball and
10-Ball. In 8-ball, a player must pocket all seven balls
of his type (stripes or solids) before sinking the eight
ball. The game of 9-ball uses the balls numbered one
through to nine. The balls can be sunk in any order but
the first ball struck every time must be the lowest-
numbered ball on the table. The first player to sink the
9-ball, via a canon from his lowest numbered ball, even
if other balls remain on the table, wins. The addition
of an extra ball in 10-ball is thought to make the game
more challenging than 9-ball, as it's harder to pocket
balls on the break (opening) shot.

on and off TV,” he says. "l see this as a win-
win scenario as | benefit from it, Air Macau
benefits and it also does a lot for Macau
itself. As | keep saying in TV interviews,
‘Call the shot now, Air Macau'."
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