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on Kare Kare Beach near his home in Auckland,

Zoaland, on March 6, 2002.




Everest | Expedmon By now | was toll and’ ﬂrong and
very well acclimated. With my skill on ice | hacked my
way up the Icefall and the Lhotse face and led o team
of strong, load-carrying Sherpas to the South Col at
26,000 feet. We established our main supply depot with
tents and food and oxygen.

Now the time had come to choose cllmbmg pariners
for the great assoult ahead. My companion was Tenzing
Norgay, a Sherpa—fit, strong, and very experienced.
We were a formidable combination, | believe, strongly
mdivolodmdvarydahmmd.w battled our way up
the southeast ridge an pildad ﬁhul.ﬁnyhm‘ot

nea 8,000 fe . a

~Summit. Ak a‘ddf slhafong, narrow rfdga Ieadmg
to the final peak of the mountain. My swinging ice ax cut
a narrow line of steps; and we moved Up a rounded
snow dome and emerged on the summit of the world. It
was a great moment.

Year after year, have been ifvolved in exciling adven-
tures. Among the most memordble was a 1956 expedi:
tion driving farm tractors up the crevassed Skelton Glacier
in the Antarctic to reach the Polar Plateau at 8,000 feet. |
can fecall our feam dropping tractor wheels into deep
crevasses and-towing them out again, and struggling
desperately through deep, soffsnow. Weeks and indeed
months passed vntil chead of usloomed the great round-
ed American South Pdle station, which had béen estab-
lished by airliffing items fo the site. With eur smallfarm
fractors we had been'the first team to travel overlaid -

o with vehicles to the South Pole,

There hove been so many, other adventures as wel.
42Bdilding 27.schools for the Himalayan' peaple and two
« Hospifals. Establishing three mountainairfelds and help-
ing rebuild traditional Sherpamonasteries: Driving thrke -
jet boats upthe gregt Ganges from the Bay of Bengatto /| =

by the river’s source among the great Himaldyan Mountains, Y
\Xfmd flying over the ice-clad Arctic Qcean f6 the North
ole with Neil Armstrong as a companion—what a delight-
ful person he proved to be.

| suppose the major challenges- of ferrestrial explo-
ration have been overcome, but there are still many excit-
ing adventures to be affempted: sailing across the wild
southern oceans, tackling the many unclimbed peaks in
the Himalayas and the Antarctic, and penetrating deeply
into the many great underground caverns,

Yes, there are still plenty of places left to explore!

—5IR EDMUND HILLARY "




