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Pankaj Kapoor

Eric Young is an award-winning New Zealand-born
Jjournalist who is currently presenting the programme
Sportsline on ESPN-Star Sports. But he could just as
well have pursued an alternative career as a
connoisseur of wine. Sitting at The Oberoi bar, Young
oscillates between leaning backwards and forwards,
gesticulating as he takes about his 10-year-old passion
for wine.

""How did it begin?" says Young, ~~Well, one night,
got really drunk and thought there must be a life
beyond what I was doing." But that was then - when
Young's job with Auckland Star saw him covering the
cricket and rugby league, besides travelling across the
world to cover world championship matches. This
brings us to the connection with wine. His globe-
trotting profile meant that Young had an opportunity
to explore sip-shape wine. and that he did!

“"There are people who have cellars in their homes
and store the vintage stuff. In fact, I recall reading that
Sir Andrew Webber Lloyd's wine cellar was sold for a
couple of million pounds. I, however, get my kicks
out of having vintage wine when the occasion calls
for it. No, I am not one of those who store wine, but I
certainly figure among those who enjoy the stuff,"
explains Young.

The funny part is that despite travelling extensively
and discovering the various flavours of wine, Young
contends that he hasn't seem much of the world: -
“"When you are travelling as part of work, what you
really get to see are airports, hotel rooms, stadia and
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