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Director milks his culture's humor

By LAMIS B PARKS
Copsright 2001 Houston ©Chromlcle

Ihrector Harry Sinclatr is the fimt o adomin bis romantic New Aealand foary tale, T Drive of Mk, is ol
tor evervbods

“Pwve mace 1his movae thiat some people love and others st don'l get.™ Smela savs, lookmge rathier
pleased with lumself.

Thwe Mrvew o Vel whach apens Frday, is 2 comedy aboot iwo young swectheans, Lucinda {Daniclle
Carmach ) and Rob (karl Urban), They Bive topether ona lushly beantiful dairy farm. They're eneagad

Evervihing seems 10 be going ereil = unnl Lucmds ines wooamprove on perfechion

1 was interested in the idea that il everything scomed o be perfect, then may be threugh anxichy o
waorry vol'd start 1o ruin things, " save Sinclair, who also weote the sereenplav. “Becouse | have o
fendency o do thal mysell

“1 thoeuszhat it wiould be interestne (o el a Gxiry story, bu star with the happlv-ever-atler. 5o if's about
bow Lucinda tests her and Rob's love and, as a resall, destooy s the relatiomship and spemds the resi of the
flm winning lum back.”

What's unusisl abowl S Mrece o Wadkois not the story but that i doesn't conlorm G the wsual logic ol
Iife o the movies. Even Sinclair has trouble explaining just what tvpe of movie i1 is.

“Uhhhh® he sava, and after a lomg pawse, “Hmmmm

“Well, s thas wont of magical and dreamy kind of film that defies normal. logreal explanations [or why
things happen — which | feel represents o side of Tifc that really exisis for me. hings aren' always that
cust-amd-dried. and vou ofien Feel a semse of mystery vou don't ger an the movies. [ was g o caplure

thil magical gualhin, "

e Vo aceepd thit nol everything in the movie i going 10 make perfect senne. then evervthing bepins
bi, Wl ke sense

hitp: woww chiron comecs O A prntstory bis headline enteriaimment 835434 12




Flowstond hroni cle_com Page 2ol 2

Thi= 15 Sirwclair’s secondd Blm as a direcior, bui 1 s the Grst fo be rel cased in the United Staies ke
Uther Mew Sealanders he was rsed mainly on Dritish ond Amencon televiston, D much of the humor
of Fhe Prace of ARG he believes, comes from his own culiure,

“The New Jealand sense of humor is anderstated.” Sinelair savs, "L ake (the scene whene ) the two cars
turn upside-down and the guy gets oul and says, 10 2 Incky corner, that one.' Thal leels like Mew
Lealand 10 me.

1 think the movie has more 3 European sensibility than Amercan, bul so Laril's the States thal have
heen mest enthusiastic,” (The movie has alse been sold for distabution in Japan, Cermamy and
Swilaerlamd, but the [nsled States s the st foregn markat o open il )

Lo bus surprse, however. Simclair has found that Amencan audiences rom Sow Jersey 1o Tesas have
vespomded to the Gl preity much like folks Back home

"I don't leel that, cultorllv, Sew Sealamd 6 that L from Texis, vou know ™™ he sava, "1 feels Bke we're
ot the same wavelenizth”

Ui ol the whimsical touches m Pl Prace of Aotk imvslves a “gang” of Maons — the indigenous people
of Mew Sealand — which tums oul 1o be a golf club known as (e acksons, Both the gang and its name
fepresent Sinokiirs sense of humor

“We o the stercotvpe i Sew Aealand of the scary Maon gang | liked the vdea that there was this
gang but they were o friendly bunch of golf plavers. That actually s (he local Aacrn soll oluh (plaving
the part) mthe Libme . with thisir own clubs

"1 called them the Jacksons because of my fiend Peter Jockson (currently directing e Lovd oy the
Homgs trilogy in New Fealand) In his film S Froghreners (o 1996 homor comedy staring hichocl §
Fox), he had a character called Hany Sinclair — a dead guy — so [ thought 1% retum the favor.”

Samglanr savs six or seven [ilms are made cach vear in New Sealand. Production (s aided by ihe
govermment, which, e savs. hopes the movies will help establish Now Scaland culture as dilTerent from
the rest of the world

Thint doesn't seem fike a o filmmaking actvity until vou constder that thene are also several Sew
Lealand TV senes, and the populaton i only abeul 38 million. Yiewed that way, New Zealanid bas
lively imtlustry that keeps acton busy,

Ine fact, of the cast of The Proce of AffE looks viguely familian ivs probably because moss of the acimes
have guest-darmed several bmes coch on the New Jealand-produced Yema: Warriowr Primcevs oF
Harcnles: Thie Lagencdary Jonpnevs.

I Ther Prowe of Malk leaves a few viewers soratching their heads, Sinclair docso't mind. e figures oo
many movies Jook just like the last one.

"Everybody’s irving (o please everybody, ™ the New Zealamder savs. "1 hke the fdea of taking a risk anid
Iopang 1o really enteriain some people wio like this Kind of film. understandine (hat some people would
miss out I'm happy about that because that's an exciing way' 1o make mivies.

"What s really pleasing s thar ereoagh people like o o make i1 worthwlnle”
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